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Newsmen, not spies

y

"In 1976, the Central Intelhoence.
Agency announced wocal

- language: Dapiih’ ""'” 3
“The CIA.will notz’enter mto anv
paid or .contractual relationship with -
. any full-time or part-time news cor-
*  Trespondent accredited by any United
States news-service, newspaper; per-- .,

indieal, radio or televz on network or ;—[

station.” . -~ w R

At least we fail to, see the ambxgu- :

- ity in this policy statement - CAdm:.
Stansfield Turner, the CIA du-ector
and, apparently; President Jlmmy;-".

Carter are hedgmg meu bets,: how

" Now, Turner sa Vs ha sees nothmg i
. Wrong with using reporters for intelli- -
. Bence operations. He said last week - .’
N the CIA' policy has been changed to
*- permit journalists to ‘work.-for the.

:tagency with the approval of the direc-:’
-tor. :

‘right lace at the nght txmeldoes no'- '

;xmahfymm asa foreign'agent. =i = -
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. In fact,:a reporter Who' accepts.an’
assignment from the CIA jeopardizes
his effechveness— and the eifective-
ness‘of alk others,in similar circum-:
stances == by breakmg the bonds of*
integrity.; s

He becomes suspect and allehzs‘
brotherjournalists-become ‘siuspéct.’
He -undermines: -his credrbxlxty,
forfeits his relatmnshxp -with mnews "
sources: and . compromxses his 'own
employer F o

i itisnotthe patrxotlc obhgatxon of a’
newsman or: woman stationed ‘in‘a’
foreign country to use his or her back-
:ground -knowledge and proressxona_l-
connectxons in the servxce of the CIA. ]

ke Turner and’ Carter, in fac ,a ready :
j “bave cast. -suspicion ‘on all Us. jour-;
- nalists' serving “in- foreign countries”™
. with their. admission that, yes, they.
‘would approve such spy activities.. .

. They also- -jeopardize the integrity :

. of all Journahsts When the; approve ;‘:
the use of spies posing as newsmen

- while on CIA assignment. 3% 7.
The ‘combination ‘does : not work

- The president, Turner -and. the CIA
:should-revert to the 1976 policy and
recruit their. agents elsewhere. And ]

" tell the world, even if few, now, will .
beheve thezn. -
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